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inclusion or exclusion offers some difficulties. Beginning on 
the one hand some are included who were born in Iowa but 
left in childhood and never returned; on the other hand are 
included those who have made Iowa their homes ©nly in their 
old age. The following list of historians, culled from the 
pages at random will illustrate: Rufus Blanchard, E. J. Ben- 
son, Geo. W. Botsford, H. E. Bourne, Emerson Hough, E. J. 
James, J. A. James, Jesse Macey, C. E. Merrian, Milo 
Quaife, B. F. Shambaugh, Albert Shaw, F. N. Thorpe, Jacob 
Van der Zee. No data is given beyond dates of birth and 
death, lists of books or articles and the publishers. 

Political Parties in Michigan 1837-1860. An Historical 
Study of Political Issues and Parties in Michigan from the 
Admission of the State to the Civil War. FLOYD BENJAMIN 
Streeter. Michigan Historical Commission, Lansing, 
1918, pp. 401. 

This is University Series IV, Michigan Historical Publi- 
cations. This is not a history, in the strict sense of the word, 
but as indicated by the title, a study or interpretation. The 
facts on which the author's conclusions rest are not stated 
in sufficient detail to enable one not thoroughly conversant 
with the facts in the case to judge of the soundness of the 
interpretation. The study bears the evidences in itself how- 
ever of being a very careful and reliable interpretation. 
There are so many elements in the interpretation of political 
history, all uncertain in value, that a given body of facts 
admit of almost infinite explanation or interpretation. A 
customary device for setting forth the truths of an election 
is the political map, and the study under review has a number 
of excellent ones, but a careful study of political develop- 
ment in Inliana indicates that such maps carry about an 
equal amount of truth and error. 

Another common line of interpretation in western history 
is that based on ancestry and previous homes of the voters. 
The reviewer is convinced that in Indiana at least conclu- 
sions based on such reasoning are worthless. There are so 
many instances of political leaders from remotely different 
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sections combining in the heartiest cooperation and other 
instances of men from the same original neighborhood 
bitterly opposing each other that it seems futile to attempt 
to establish any valid conclusions. 

In dealing with the political influence of the churches 
in Indiana similar difficulties have been met. Resolutions 
by meetings of ministers have often been found to furnish a 
poor clue to the political conduct of their parishioners. 
Ardent Freesoilers and pro-slavery leaders belonged to the 
same church. In only two instances in Indiana does it seem 
the influence of the churches was sufficient to decide the 
elections. 

In general Mr. Streeter's conclusions for Michigan apply 
to Indiana. The Jacksonian Democrats, the Whigs, the 
Freesoilers, the union of factions to form the Republican 
party, the Knownothings, the personal followings resulting 
in faction, the cleavage between office-holding politicians and 
the voters — especially federal officeholders — all find their 
counterpart in Indiana. However, there are some significant 
differences. There seems to have been more personality in 
politics in Michigan than in Indiana, or perhaps these 
changes came later in Michigan and are incident to the 
frontier. The period of personal politics ended in Indiana 
about 1830 while it would seem to have lasted in Michigan 
till after 1840. There also seems to have been more party 
loyalty or regularity in Indiana, a characteristic usually 
found increasing as one goes from north to south. 

In Indiana it was the Whigs who had to shoulder the 
blame for the Internal Improvement failure, while in Michi- 
gan it seems to have been put on the Democrats. It is a 
very interesting book especially to a reader acquainted with 
politics in a neighbor State. 

Ninth Annual Report of the Southeastern Hospital for the 
Inss/ne for the year ending September 30, 1918. 

This hospital, the last of its kind built by the State, was 
opened at Cragmont, near Madison, August 23, 1910, in one 
of the most beautiful situations in the State. There are six 



